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Tho .Russian hold on tho immediate surroundings of Czornowiiz was rendering the position of tho Austrians in tho town extremely precarious. By day and by night pressed labourers woro compelled to dig trenches round tho town, under Russian lire, for tho defence of their Austrian defenders. On March 21, having received reinforcements, tho Austriaiis proceeded to attack the Russian positions between Old Zuczka and Kiadagora, and on the following day our Allies evacuated the Litter town, after having hold it for about sovou months. Tho Russians wore giving ground in tho south, but woro afc tho same time trying to advance in the north, from tho direct ion of Ctaorniawka, in an attempt at outflanking tho Austrian troops. Tho battle lasted several days, tho severest fighting raging between CV^ernowitK and tho slopes north of RanmoKo. Outnumbered by the oncmy, tho Russians withdraw on March 27-28 towards J5ojan, and on April 10 evacuated also that town, to return to it only four days later.
Whilst our Allies were retreating on Bojan, on March 2 two divisions of Austrian cavalry, supported by a considerable force of infantry, attempted a raid into Russian I'odolia, hi tho direction of Choehn, near tho Bcssarabian frontier. This raid was widely heralded by tho Germans with a view to impressing and cowing Rumanian public opinion, but two
days later the Austrian forces were in full retreat towards the frontier. On March 30 several battalions belonging to the 42 Hungarian Honved Division were surrounded by the Russians near Szylowco (on Russian territory, about a mile east of tho frontier), losing many dead and wounded and about 1,500 in prisoners. By April 2 no Austro-Hungarian troops were left on Russian soil.
Some interesting fighting was proceeding about tho same time in tho canon of the Dniester, round Zaleszczyku Zaloszczyki, the chief town of a Galician rural district, with a population of more than 76,000, lies in a loop-of the Dniester > on a gentle slope descending from the high plateau toward the river; tho depth of tho canon approaches at that point 300 ft. It is a station on tho branch railway connecting tho important railway junction of Czortkow with Luzany on tho Kolomoa-Czernowitz line. It is one of tho most picturesque towns in Galicia. Built on terraces of red Hand-stone, which form tho loft bank of tho canon, it enjoys an almost southern climate. Tho wholo slope, looking towards tho south, is exposed to the sxin, and tho sandstone acts as a reservoir of hoat, Spring starts here earlier than out on the plateau ; the summer nights are intolerably hot and close. 0 rapes and apricots ripen on tho terraces; the cold north winds, which blow across tho open fields of tho plateau, novor touch
AUSTRIAN  TRENCHES  ON  THE  BANKS   OF  THE   DNIESTER.